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I. Course Description

This course will introduce students to the New Testament. The New Testament is a 27-book collection of early Christian writings that bears witness in diverse ways that Jesus is the Christ: the ‘Anointed One’ who is the definitive revelation of God given for the salvation of the world. These writings are both ancient compositions that reflect the culture and situations from which they come, and Scripture: sacred and authoritative texts, which Christian communities read for guidance in proclaiming and following Jesus. In this course we will explore what current biblical scholarship is saying about these texts and how we can use these books in discipleship and in the ministries of the church.  

II. Required Texts
A. Bible.   Choose either: 
The New Oxford Annotated Bible with the Apocrypha: New Revised Standard 
Version, edited by Michael D. Coogan; Augmented 3rd 
Edition 
(Oxford/New York: Oxford University Press, 2007), or: 
HarperCollins Study Bible, Fully Revised and Updated: New Revised Standard 
Version, Harold W. Attridge, ed. (San Francisco: Harper, 2006).
B. Background Text. 
Clyde E. Fant, Donald Musser, and Mitchell Reddish, An Introduction to the Bible, 
Revised Edition (Nashville: Abingdon, 2001).
III. Texts for Additional Reading (recommended but not required)
Bruce M. Metzger, Breaking the Code: Understanding the Book of Revelation 
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1993)

Mark Allen Powell, Fortress Introduction to the Gospels (Minneapolis: Fortress, 
1998).
Marion Soards, The Apostle Paul (New York: Paulist, 1987)

IV. Advanced Preparation
Participants will receive maximum benefit from this weekend course by engaging in a five-week period of study prior to the class. We require the following minimum preparation:

1. Week of January 17th, 2010: The Gospels
a. Each participant will select one of the four canonical gospels and   

     carefully read it all, including the introduction and critical footnotes in      

     their chosen study Bible.
b. Read: Fant, Intro to the Bible: pages 295-357.
                                                                      c.    Advance Thinking: Journal on a text from your chosen gospel. 


      Let the scripture engage you on a spiritual level. Let it speak to 


      you or challenge you and then reflect in writing on that 



      exchange.
2. Week of January 24th, 2010: Acts and the Pauline Letters  

a. NT:  Read at least one-half of Acts (your choice on first or second half). Each participant will also select and carefully read at least one of the following Pauline letters: Romans, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians. For both Acts an the Pauline letter, participants will also need to read the introductions and critical footnotes in their study Bible
b. Intro to the Bible: pages 359-416, 424-431
c. Advance Thinking: Participants are to come prepared to reflect on the following question: “Why might one American scholar have made the comment, ‘All Christian theology is but a footnote to the Apostle Paul’”? 

3. Week of January 31st, 2010: The General Letters   

a. NT: Read two of the following texts from the General Letters: Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, including the introductions and critical footnotes in your study Bible
b. Intro to the Bible, pages 417-423, 431-436
c. Advance Thinking: If I were to preach from a text on the letter I selected, what background information about that letter might be very important for my listeners, in order to help them understand either the author or the text?
4. Week of February 7th, 2010: The Apocalypse

 
a.  NT: read the Book of Revelation, including the introduction and                 
     critical footnotes in your study Bible

b.  Intro to the Bible: pages 437-455

c.  Advance Thinking: In what ways might the background reading 
 

                  help provide us with some new ways of understanding this most 
  

                  misunderstood book of the New Testament?  
5. Week of February 14th, 2010: Reading the New Testament as Scripture 

a.  Each participant will read (1) the church’s statement on scripture,    

      and (2) statement on Christology (titled ‘We Proclaim Jesus  

      Christ’); both can be found on the church’s webpage.

b.  Intro to the Bible, pages 21-94.
c.   In addition, each participant will read the following article: “An  

      Indispensable Witness,” Herald, September 2008, pages 12-14.
d. Advance Thinking: Participants are asked to come prepared to 
      respond to the following question: “What elements of these two formal       statements of church belief would I like to learn more about or take       more seriously? How might taking in more deeply what’s being said       here change my ministry?”  
**************************************
About the Instructors: 

Anthony and Charmaine Chvala-Smith

Anthony (Tony) and Charmaine Chvala-Smith live in Independence, Missouri. They serve the Community of Christ full-time at the International Headquarters in the role of scripture and theology specialists. Their responsibilities include writing and editing, consulting on theological issues, and encouraging members across the church in the task of reflecting on their faith. They especially enjoy the opportunity to teach and preach in congregations throughout the church, and their ministry has taken them to French Polynesia, England, the Netherlands, Kenya, Bolivia, and Zambia. A major part of their ministry includes teaching undergraduate scripture and theology classes at Graceland University, as well as graduate courses at Community of Christ Seminary, where Tony is Associate Professor of Early Christian Theology.
Since they first met, Charmaine and Tony have sensed that God’s call to them is a shared call. They see their work together in the church as a kind of duet: sometimes one leads and the other supports, at other times the roles reverse; and often they work in unison. 

Charmaine is originally from North Battleford, Saskatchewan, Canada. Before she and Tony accepted the theologian-in-residence position, she had worked full-time for the Community of Christ in several roles: on a youth missionary team, as a district youth coordinator, and as an executive minister for the Michigan Region. As well as sharing the role of theologian-in-residence with Tony, Charmaine serves as a volunteer Staff Pastor to Field Ministers. 

Tony grew up in Clare, Michigan. His theological studies have taken him to Princeton Theological Seminary (M. Div., 1983), the Toronto School of Theology (Advanced Studies in New Testament), and Marquette University (Ph.D. in Scripture, 1993). He has special interests in the use of scripture in Christian theology and spiritual formation.    

