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Southern California Mission Center LEADS Program

Temple City, California

February 21-22, 2009

Mark A. Scherer, World Church Historian, Instructor
“COMMUNITY OF CHRIST HISTORY”

Community of Christ History is an issues-based course that focuses on the background and development of church history from its nineteenth-century beginning to the present. Special attention is given to an analytical approach to Latter Day Saint literature and research that replaces an unbelievable history with a believable one. This course explores, in its historical setting, the nineteenth-century thoughts and actions of “a people with a prophet” who are ultimately challenged for the twenty-first century to become “a prophetic people.”

Saturday, February 21st 

SESSION ONE (9:00-10:30am) “Introductions and Processing Issues of Identity”
Is it important to have an accurate understanding of our identity?  Why?  How do you process new insights and understandings?  Our faith is bolstered when historical facts support our faithful traditions, but how do we deal with it when they do not?  What is the difference between faithful and professional historical methodology? Explain the “seven deadly sins” of faithful history. What are the hazards of honest historical inquiry into our past? Benefits?

Readings:  Scherer, Mark A., “Through the Mists of Time” Saints’ Herald 145 (November 1998): 24.  
Break (10:30-10:45am)

ERA OF RESTORATION

SESSION TWO (10:45-12:00) “The Importance of the First Vision”
Joseph Smith Jr.’s epiphany in a rather non-descript grove of trees near his home in Manchester, New York, has great significance for us today, and it should.  What significance did it have for his generation?    Why did Joseph Smith Jr. explain what happened in so many different ways during his life?  What actually happened in the grove?  What is the importance of that event for us today?

Readings: Chart:  First Vision Accounts Chart (provided in class)

Lunch Break (12:00-1:00pm)

SESSION THREE (1:00-3:00pm)
“The Book of Mormon as Scripture and Cultural Artifact”
                    Discuss the historicity of the Book of Mormon.  What is the central story of the Book of Mormon? What do physical descriptions tell us about the efficacy of the Book of Mormon story?  Do laws of physics apply to our faith?  Where does the significance of the Book of Mormon reside: Scripture, History, Both, or Neither?  The Book of Mormon as either “Canonized writings” v. “can ‘o worms” debate—is this helpful or is it particularly simplistic?  How can a “Spectrum of Opinion” approach assist us in accepting differing views of the Book of Mormon? What conclusion can be drawn about our American scripture as we move forward?
Readings: Review  http://olivercowdery.com/texts/ethn1823.htm#pgiii; also view http://mormonscripturestudies.com/bomor/twm/lamgen.asp; also view http://www.irr.org/mit/southerton-response.html.

Break (3:00-3:15pm)

SESSION FOUR (3:15-5:00pm) “The Nauvoo Experience: Pinnacle of Achievement or the Dark and Cloudy Days?”
Was the Nauvoo Church one of works or grace?  What theological approach does the Community of Christ embrace today?  Describe Joseph Smith Jr. slide down a theological slippery slope to arrive at the aberrant marital belief of polygamy?  Identify five theological tenets that shoved early Latter Day Saintism out of the Christian mainstream.  Why did the publishers of the Nauvoo Expositor create such a threat when similar accusations had been levied for years in regional newspapers?  Is there a connection between the Expositor’s destruction and the prophet’s death?  Explain events in the Carthage Jail on June 27, 1844.  “Is there any love for the widow’s son?” What does modern forensic science tell us about the Seer’s actual physical appearance?

Readings:  Mark A. Scherer, “Answering Questions No Longer Asked: Nauvoo, Its Meaning and Interpretation in the RLDS Church/Community of Christ,” Sunstone: Mormon Experience, Scholarship, Issues, & Art, 123 (July 2002): 28-32. 
Supper Break (5:00-6:00pm)

ERA OF REORGANIZATION

SESSION FIVE (6:00-7:00pm) “Fracturing of the Movement, the Issue of Presidential Succession, Emma’s Church, and the March to Reorganization”
Explain why Joseph Smith III reacted negatively to the offers to assume prophetic leadership within the Latter Day Saint tradition?  Why was so he resistant?  Why was there such confusion about presidential succession after the death of Joseph Smith Jr.?  Describe the role taken by Emma Hale Smith in events immediately following her husband’s death and in the transition to Reorganization.  Identify distinctives between the Restoration and the early Reorganization generations.  Jefferson Davis presided over thirteen states within the Confederacy during the Civil War.  Describe how Davis’s contemporary, Joseph Smith III, presided over a “confederacy of fourteen churches” within the Reorganization.   Analyze the differing leadership styles between father and son.

Readings: Mark A. Scherer, “Common Consent within the Historical Tradition of the Church: ‘That Delicate Balance,’” Position Paper, October 2008.

Sunday, February 22nd 

SESSION SIX (9:00-10:15am) “Twentieth Century Reorganization”

Supreme Directional Control established a blueprint for today’s church administration.  How did this come about?  Israel A. Smith has been identified as the “Great Pastor.”  Consider his concerns for the church through his understanding of the “mind and will of God.” Read carefully Doctrine and Covenants Section 144.  Address the issue of canonization in the context of a historical scripture that is to reflect the “mind and will of God.”  What caused Israel to handle differently the transition of leadership to his successor, W. Wallace Smith?  What is the single most important transformation in church purpose initiated at the closing years of Israel’s tenure and continued until today?  Explain the tragic circumstances of Israel’s death in June 1958.  Is globalization a legacy of Israel A. Smith?

Readings: Book of Doctrine and Covenants Section 144.
Break (10:15-10:30am)

ERA OF COMMUNITY

SESSION SEVEN (10:30-11:30am) “The Communitarian Era”
Explain the differing styles of presidential leadership through the church presidencies.  Explore transitional events leading to a paradigm shift.  What some issues of identity that signaled a need for a shift in theological emphasis and institutional priorities?  A key characteristic of the communitarian era is the move toward ecumenism.  How is that expressed at the world church and local levels?  A second characteristic is an acceleration toward the Christian mainstream.  What are the benefits and challenges by moving in this direction initiated by Joseph Smith III and continued to today?  How can our history help us?
Readings:  http://www.cofchrist.org/OurFaith/history.asp. 
Lunch Break (11:30-12:30pm)

SESSION EIGHT (12:30-1:00pm) 
“Closing Activities”
Describe events that launched the third era of our church identity.  We are a “people of dates.”  What connects April 6, 1830, to April 6, 1860, and to April 6, 2001?  What are the implications of us being only the “third generation” in the 183-year history of the church to encounter the challenges of identity change?  Building community is a common denominator of the three eras of the church story, but how is community expressed differently in each era?  Concluding discussion question:  What are the “seer stones” of today and what will historians of the future write about our generation tomorrow?

RESOURCES:

Scherer, Mark A., “Answering Questions No Longer Asked: Nauvoo, Its Meaning and Interpretation in the RLDS Church/Community of Christ,” Sunstone: Mormon Experience, Scholarship, Issues, & Art, 123 (July 2002): 28-32.

Scherer, Mark A. “Common Consent within the Historical Tradition of the Church: ‘That Delicate Balance,’” Position Paper, October 2008.

Scherer, Mark A., “‘Called by a New Name’: Mission, Identity, and the Reorganized Church,” Journal of Mormon History vol. 27, no. 2 (Fall 2001): 40-63.

Scherer, Mark A. “Through the Mists of Time” Saints’ Herald vol. 145, no. 11 (November 1998): 24.

Website: http://www.cofchrist.org/OurFaith/history.asp.  Please read carefully this website prior to class.
Website: http://olivercowdery.com/texts/ethn1823.htm#pgiii.  Please just review this website prior to class.

Website: http://mormonscripturestudies.com/bomor/twm/lamgen.asp. Please just review this website prior to class.

Website: http://www.irr.org/mit/southerton-response.html. Please just review this website prior to class.
