December 4, 2011
For stories about what’s happening in the Community of Christ, read the December Herald or visit www.CofChrist.org/generositystories.
A. Disciples’ Generous Response Story about the Mission Initiative: Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 
Central America—Prayers for Central America
Each Sunday we are invited to “share equally” with Mission Tithes for local/mission center and worldwide ministries. These stories are provided to keep us in touch with how your contributions to Mission Tithes are sharing the peace of Jesus Christ. 
This story, Prayers for Central America, takes us to the Central and South America Mission Field. Kendra Friend relates: Our prayers are with the people in Central America where several days of torrential rains in mid-October led to flooding and mudslides. Lives, crops, homes, and infrastructure were lost.  Apostle Carlos Enrique Mejia reported: "The country that has suffered the most damage is El Salvador where, according to official figures, 1,300 millimeters of rain fell in seven days. This is equivalent to three times what would fall during a typical winter month and is even double what fell during Hurricane Mitch in 1998!"

Gonzalo Mejia, president, Central America Mission Center said, "It was devastating to see several families having lost everything and other families removing mud from inside their homes." The team purchased basic provisions and mattresses, and prepared 100 care packages. Your contributions to the Abolish Poverty, End Suffering mission initiative are helping support a $10,000 relief grant to one of the hardest hit areas. Thank you for responding faithfully by giving so very generously.—Kendra Friend, strategic communications specialist, Community of Christ
B. Disciples’ Generous Response Story: Local/Mission Center
What is happening to you or in your congregation as a result of giving to local/mission center ministries through Mission Tithes? Share those experiences as part of your congregation’s Disciples’ Generous Response.
C. Blessing on Our Offering
From Isaiah 40:3 – 5 (NRSV) we read: A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
Sharing our Mission Tithes equally between local/mission center and worldwide ministries changes our lives and those who receive the blessings from it. Let us share in the prayer of blessing for our offering.
