December 25, 2011
For stories about what’s happening in the Community of Christ, read the December Herald or visit www.CofChrist.org/generositystories.
A. Disciples’ Generous Response Story about the Mission Initiative: Develop Disciples to Serve 
Southern USA Mission Field—The Snowplow Lesson
Each Sunday we are invited to “share equally” with Mission Tithes for local/mission center and worldwide ministries. These stories are provided to keep us in touch with how your contributions to Mission Tithes are sharing the peace of Jesus Christ. 
This story, The Snowplow Lesson, takes us to the Southern USA Mission Field. Karin Peter relates: Last winter my sister came to visit us in Missouri from the Pacific Coast. One night we had a significant snowfall. She awoke the next morning to the sound of our neighbor and his teenage son plowing our driveway and shoveling our sidewalk. She was surprised to see that, when they completed our yard, the father-son team cleared the sidewalks and driveways of the entire neighborhood. As she watched them shovel and plow, she noted their generosity. 

“Your neighbors,” she said “could have cleared their own driveway and then gone home to a warm house. Instead they shared their gifts with those they did not personally know.” She likened this to sharing equally through local/mission center and worldwide ministries. “When we give locally we take care of the needs in our own congregation and in our local community. When we contribute to worldwide ministries we enable ministry to take place in neighborhoods, villages, and cities that are down roads we may never travel.” Thank you for responding faithfully by giving so very generously.—Karin Peter, missionary coordinator, Southern USA Mission Field
B. Disciples’ Generous Response Story: Local/Mission Center
What is happening to you or in your congregation as a result of giving to local/mission center ministries through Mission Tithes? Share those experiences as part of your congregation’s Disciples’ Generous Response.
C. Blessing on Our Offering
From Luke 2:10 – 14 (NRSV) we read: “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Sharing our Mission Tithes equally between local/mission center and worldwide ministries changes our lives and those who receive the blessings from it. Let us share in the prayer of blessing for our offering.
