Worldwide Mission Tithes Contribution Update—December 11, 2011                                                                                                   
The following is an update on Worldwide Mission Tithes contributions. For more information and updates on how your contributions to Worldwide Mission Tithes are sharing the peace of Jesus Christ, read the December Herald. For generosity stories, visit www.CofChrist.org/generositystories.

A. Worldwide Mission Tithes Update
What has your $10 been doing?

Over the past 12 months World Church leaders, priesthood, members, and friends have been responding to the challenge to increase their giving to World Mission Tithes by $10 a week or more. In October, contributors around the world gave an estimated $1,150,000 in World Mission Tithes, 8 percent higher than budgeted. We are responding to the Spirit! Thank you.

Contributions have increased, making a real and lasting difference in lives around the globe. People are giving to mission initiatives through offering envelopes and pre-authorized monthly checking account transfer (PAT). Since January 2011: there has been a 121 percent increase in the number of people who use PAT in the USA, and PAT contributions to World Mission Tithes have increased 50 percent in Canada. PAT ensures consistent, generous financial contributions, even when you can’t be in your congregation or forget your envelope. 
Your giving is helping:

· Invite People to Christ: The first Community of Christ baptism in Norway in 8 years was celebrated last April. 
· Abolish Poverty, End Suffering: A grant provided food, water, mattresses, blankets, and clothing after several days of torrential rains that led to flooding and mudslides in El Salvador.
· Pursue Peace on Earth: 55 leaders of nonprofits, church affiliates, and the church gathered for the Peacemakers Summit to create partnerships to fulfill the mission initiatives. 
· Develop Disciples to Serve: song leaders, instrumentalists, and worship leaders will explore the diverse musical styles, languages, guitar chords, and arrangements for the hymnal that will debut in 2013 at several joyful noise workshops.  
· Experience Congregations in Mission: an after-school tutoring program at the Brainerd Congregation in Chicago, Illinois, is an outreach ministry that supports families and exhibits an investment in the successful education of the community’s children.

What will your $10 do next?
B. Congregational Mission Tithes Update: Local/Mission Center
The congregational financial officer should give an update about the congregation’s budget at this time. Highlight positive things that have happened in addition to items that need attention.
C. Blessing on the Offering
From I Thessalonians 5:16 – 19 (NRSV) we read: Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit.
Sharing our offerings equally between local/mission center and worldwide ministries changes lives around the world. Let us share in the prayer of blessing on our offering.

