Designated Ministry: Oblation—August 1, 2010
For stories about what’s happening in Apostle Linda Booth’s Southern USA Mission Field, read the August Herald “One in Christ” section or visit www.CofChrist.org/generositystories.
A. Disciples’ Generous Response Story: World 
Tarpon Springs, Florida—God’s Steadfast Love
Each Sunday we are invited to “share equally” with Mission Tithes for local and world ministries. These stories are provided to keep us in touch with how your contributions to Mission Tithes are spreading the peace of Jesus Christ. 
This story, God’s Steadfast Love, takes us to Tarpon Springs, Florida, in the Florida Mission Center. Monica and Alex Wharton relate: After selling our home in Buffalo, New York, my fifteen-year-old son, Alex, and I decided to move. After giving away many of our belongings, we packed the rest into a rented moving van and drove to Tarpon Springs, Florida. With no job prospects, the first six months proved challenging. On neighborhood walks with our dog I often stopped by a small white church two blocks away. I rested on a bench found on the church lawn and drew inspiration from the inscribed scripture: Come to me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. One day, faced with having my utilities disconnected, I prayed for help. 
I decided to make a phone call the pastor of the church, named Tarpon Springs Community of Christ. Pastor Lillian met me at the church office. She didn't ask if I attended church—she just met my need. Still overwhelmed that someone cared enough to help us, my son and I received a blessing of aid through the Oblation Fund for car repairs, food and housing bills. I was baptized into the church family in December 2009. My son, Alex, who is now 17, recently stated, “The church helped us in spirit, in our finances, in our minds and especially in our hearts.” Thank you, from our hearts, for your love and care. It is very special to be a part of this wonderful family of believers who daily display God’s steadfast love! Your contributions to the Oblation Fund help bring hope to those in need. Thank you for responding faithfully by sharing so very generously.—Monica and Alex Wharton, Tarpon Springs Community of Christ
B. Disciples’ Generous Response Story: Local
What is happening to you or in your congregation as a result of giving to local ministries through Mission Tithes? Share those experiences as part of your congregation’s Disciples’ Generous Response.
C. Blessing on Our Offering
From Psalm 107:1 (NRSV) we read: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.
Sharing our Mission Tithes equally between local and world ministries is part of sharing the peace of Jesus Christ. Let us share in the prayer of blessing for our offering.






